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sity for the alleged crime, so also there appears to have
been no possibility of its commission. Cardinal Giambat-
tista Orsini was visited daily by his people, and his food
was brought to him by them. His physicians also made
deposition on oath that his death was not caused by venom.
It is only reasonable to conjecture, then, that being a
very old man, conscius criminis sui (conspiracy), alarmed
by the execution of his accomplices, terrified at his own
peril, he succumbed to an entirely natural collapse. The
dysentery, which carried him off, goes to support this
theory.
•         «         •
The French in the Regno were not prospering; and
the favour of the papacy appeared to be leaning towards
Spain. The Crusade languished, not for lack of funds (for
the Pope's Holiness envoyed a grant of money to Hun-
gary) ; but because of the want of martial spirit on the
part of, and the customary disgraceful dissensions among
the Christian Powers. Venice and Hungary threw up the
sponge, and came to terms with the Muslim Infidel. The
conquest of Eastern Europe and the settlement of the
Turks therein was an accomplished fact.
Duke Cesare de Valentinois della Romagna occupied
Pesaro. This was the fief of that young Tyrant, Don Gio-
vanni Sforza, whose marriage with Madonna Lucrezia
Borgia had been annulled by a canonical impediment. The
spoliation of his appanage was a ground of fresh offence.
The rupture between the Houses of Borgia and Sforza
was irremediable. People spoke of Duke Cesare, now, as
the Caesar Augustus of a new Roman Empire, independ-
ent, and ruled by the sceptre of a Princeps of the House
of Borgia. After the execution of the conspirators at Sini-
gaglia, the Venetian Chronicler Priuli, who loathed the very

